
 

 

Policy on Alternative Compliance for Vegetable Gardening 

 

Chapter 6-4-83 of City Code allows the Director to permit a person to comply with alternative water use restrictions after 

determining that the alternative restrictions meet or exceed the intent of the Water Use Management Ordinance.  

 

To support City sustainability initiatives and community-wide efforts to increase local food production, Austin Water has developed 

alternative restrictions for individuals using water to support food-producing plants in outdoor gardens. To receive a permit for 

alternative compliance, a water account holder must return the following form and adhere to the restrictions outlined below. A copy 

of the approved form must be posted in a location on the property that is accessible and visible to the public (account number and 

contact information may be redacted). 

 

Approved alternative compliance permits will allow the account holder to water areas of food production at any day or time with 

drip systems or soaker hoses, Tuesday through Sunday in the morning and/or evening with a hose-end sprinkler, or twice per week 

in the morning and/or evening with an in-ground spray system. In all cases, alternative compliance permits require that water usage 

be reduced by 20% from a comparable month. This reduction meets the intent of Stage 2 or 3 water use restrictions, while allowing 

gardeners more flexibility to meet the needs of their plants by spreading out water application over multiple days. 

 

Alternative compliance permits are intended for gardens producing food for retail sale, those used by many people as part of a 

community garden, and for individual gardens that provide a reasonable portion of household food consumption when in season. 

They are not intended for herb gardens, for solitary vegetable plants within a landscape garden, or fruit trees other than those that 

are part of urban farms and intended for retail production. 

 

The water utility account holder is responsible for completing the form and ensuring compliance with its conditions. 

 

To apply for an alternative compliance permit, please complete and sign the attached form and return to: 

 

Please return completed form to:    

Water Conservation Division - Austin Water 

P.O. Box 1088 Austin, TX 78767 

Phone: 512-974-2199 FAX: 512-974-6548 

Email: watercon@austintexas.gov  

 

 

 

mailto:watercon@austintexas.gov


_______________ 
Reference Number 
(Austin Water Use Only) 

 
 

 

Austin Water 
Alternative Compliance Application for Vegetable Gardening 

 
 

Property Address: __________________________________      Account Holder Name: ______________________________    

Account Number: ___________________   Phone: _______________________ Email: ______________________________ 

Water used for this garden  isis not   separately metered or submetered from other domestic uses. 

I attest that (choose one): 

  This property contains a community garden recognized by the City of Austin Parks Department. 

  This property contains gardens used for retail food production (urban farm).  

 This property contains a private garden generating at least 20% of the household’s food consumption. 

I agree to (choose one): 

  Maintain water consumption at or below 80% of usage for the corresponding month, at this address, in 2009. 

  Maintain water consumption at or below 80% of usage in August 2011 for this address (new gardens only). 

I agree to (choose one): 

  Irrigate only with a drip system or soaker hose as needed at any time, on any day of the week. 

  Irrigate only with a hose-end sprinkler system before 10 a.m. and/or after 7 a.m., Tuesday through Sunday. 

  Irrigate only with an in-ground spray irrigation system before 5 a.m. and/or after 7 p.m, no more than twice per week 

(Wed/Sat for odd addresses, Thurs/Sun for even addresses). 

Please acknowledge the following statements and sign below. 

  I understand that Austin Water will monitor water use and revoke alternative compliance permits for properties found to violate 

permanent restrictions prohibiting water waste, and for properties not meeting the water use reduction goal as stated above.  

 I futher agree to provide access to the garden for visual inspection of food production areas and/or irrigation equipment by Austin 

Water employees, if requested, prior to or during the duration of this alternative compliance permit. I understand that failure to grant access may 

result in the revokation of alternative compliance and leave me subject to citation for witnessed violations of the mandatory watering schedule in 

effect at the time.  

 

Account Holder Signature        Date 

 

Austin Water Approval        Date 

 

With approval signature, this alternative compliance permit is valid until revoked by Austin Water or until Austin Water is notified of 

the permit holder’s intent to discontinue use of the permit. 


